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OCN RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
(All students study this subject)

Introduction 
The OCN NI Level 2 Certificate in Religious Studies is designed for 
learners who wish to develop knowledge and understanding in 
religious studies in order to recognise religious choices people 
make based around faith practices within different religions in 
today’s society. It is intended that learners will develop empathy, 
respect and awareness of other religious beliefs and cultural 
diversity as they are applied in everyday life situations. These 
qualifications provide learners from different religions with 
opportunities to examine their own faith practices and those of 
others in the context of the units provided. 

What will it be like? 

The OCN Religious Studies course is a portfolio based course, with no final exam, looking at the 
following 9 topic areas: 

1. Addiction.

2. Charity and Religious charities.

4. Exploring Personal Identity and Faith.

3. Exploring Religious Traditions within Own Community.

5. Life and Death Issues.

4. Life of a Famous Person of faith.

6. Marriage and Divorce.

5. Prejudice and Reconciliation.

7. World Faith.

Assessment 

 By continuous assessment through building of a personal portfolio.

 Grading for this qualification is pass/fail.

 This qualification is the equivalent of a B grade at GCSE.

Career Progression 
Child Carer, Police Officer, Personnel Officer, Receptionist, Nurse, Librarian, Travel Agent, Social 
Worker, Registrar, Designer, Hotel Worker, Teacher, Therapist. 

Many areas of Further Education. 

It is recognised that a qualification in Religious Studies helps to prepare students for any chosen career 
path.  
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES CCEA GCSE 

Introduction 
The CCEA GCSE Religious Studies specification encourages 
students to develop an enquiring, critical and reflective 
approach. They explore religions and beliefs, reflecting on and 
responding personally to fundamental questions. 

This qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding and 
skills developed through Religious Education in the Northern 
Ireland Curriculum. 

What will it be like? 
Unit 1 – Christianity through a study of the Gospel of Matthew looking at the following topics: 
The Identity of Jesus 
Jesus the miracle worker 
The Kingdom of God 
The death and Resurrection of Jesus 
The role and nature of Christian discipleship 

Unit 2 – An introduction to Christian Ethics looking at the following topics: 
Personal and Family issues 
Matter of life and death 
Developments in bioethics 
Contemporary issues in Christianity 
Modern warfare 

Assessment 
There will be ONE exam per unit – TWO exams in all (one in June 2022, one in June 2023) lasting 1 hr 
30 mins each. 

There are lots of opportunities to practise exam questions throughout the course. 

Career Progression 
Religious Studies helps students to develop skills that are useful in the workplace and in future study. 
These include developing an enquiring, critical and reflective approach. They contribute to discussions 
and debates, interpret and analyse mathematical data and use ICT to access, manage, select and 
present information. They also identify and analyse relationships and patterns, evaluate from multiple 
perspectives, form opinions and justify their views. 

All of these skills are widely utilised in ANY chosen profession. 

If you have any questions about GCSE Religious Studies speak to Mr Reilly. 

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/curriculum/religious-education
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